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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Deputy District Attorney Sharon Ransom 
 
Sharon Ransom is a Deputy District Attorney, a community 

leader, volunteer, and a three-time breast cancer survivor. 

Now that she is seeking a Los Angeles County Superior Court 

Judge seat, there is one thing we know for certain about 

Sharon Ransom -- she is not afraid of a fight.  

Ransom is unique in another way – she is a true Angeleno. 

Born in South Central Los Angeles and completing all of her 

primary schooling in the LA Unified School District. As 

Sharon was about to enter junior high, the City of Los 

Angeles implemented a new program to bus kids from the 

inner-city to the San Fernando Valley as a way to integrate 

students. As a result, Sharon attended El Camino Real High 

School in Woodland Hills, where she began her lifelong love 

of sports by becoming a pitcher for the girls’ softball team.  

Sharon knew she also had a passion to serve others and to help the community. This led her first career 

as a 911 dispatcher for the LA County Sheriff’s Department. She served for more than 17 years in this 

challenging job, being named “Communication Operator of the Year” in 2001.  

Ransom always had dreams of earning a college degree and wanted to set an example for her daughter. 

While juggling a full-time job and being a single mom, Sharon began attending college courses, going 

on to earn an Associate’s degree in Administration of Justice from El Camino College. She continued 

her studies at California State University, Los Angeles where she obtained a Bachelor’s of Science 

degree in Criminal Justice.  

It was during her studies at Cal State that Sharon received a devastating diagnosis of breast cancer. 

Two years after completing treatment, she received the unthinkable news that there was a metastasis 

to her lung. Sharon underwent intensive treatment at City of Hope Cancer Center. In the midst of 

fighting for her life, Sharon made a pledge to fulfill all of her life’s goals - which included attending 

law school. As soon as she was cleared by her oncologist, she attended law school at the University of 

West Los Angeles, School of Law as an evening student. Sharon elected to attend UWLA because they 

offered a part time program, as she was still working full time as a sheriff’s dispatcher and raising her 

young daughter. Even with those responsibilities, Sharon found time to serve as the Vice President of 

the Black Law Students Association. She also continued being deeply involved in community service, 

serving as a volunteer at the Harriet Buhai Center, where she assisted low-income applicants in 

completing court documents. She also volunteered at the Los Angeles County Court, where she assisted 

victims of domestic violence to complete applications for restraining orders.  

In 2005, Sharon was hired by the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office as a Deputy District 

Attorney. Sharon has proudly served as a Deputy District Attorney for the past 16 years. Ransom has 

conducted 45 jury trials and has been assigned to various key departments, including the Victim Impact 

Program, the Elder Abuse Unit, and Major Narcotics. She is currently assigned to the Mental 

Health/Psychiatric Unit.  
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MONDAY 25th APRIL - SPEAKERS 

 
8 – 11:00 am 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
 
11:30 am – noon 
GROUP PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Nicole Osborn (Latent Print Analyst, Los Angeles Police Dept.) 

• “The Importance of Correspondence” 
This lecture will take a brief look at correspondence as it relates to sufficiency and the value 
of correspondence when supporting fingerprint evaluation decisions. Correspondence, when 
visualized, is a useful tool for catching errors and weighing tolerances 

 
Kimberlee Guluzian (Forensic Supervisor, Irvine PD)  

• “Cold case presentation” 
 
1 – 5:00 pm 
 

Donna Thomas (Friction Ridge Comparison Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Latent Print Investigation Course Workshops – Module I” 
This training consists of four modules in which each module builds upon the module before 
it.  Students will learn how to process items for latent print evidence including brush/powder 
and lifting techniques.  Additionally, the student will learn suitability, note taking, preparing 
for & moot court. 

 
3 – 5:00 pm 
 

Mark Waldo (CSI Supervisor, Santa Ana PD) 

• “Preparing for a Career or Promotion in Forensics” 
This workshop is designed and intended for forensic students preparing for a career in 
forensics, or the experienced forensic professional preparing for a promotion. The workshop 
will guide the attendee from the application and testing process through the background 
investigation. The attendee will learn the difference between a resume and CV and which one 
is appropriate for each individual. Tips will also be presented on how to create a perfect 
resume or CV. This workshop will also prepare the attendee for an oral interview, giving inside 
tips on how to properly dress, prepare the day of, and what etiquette is needed to land the 
job. The student will participate in a mock oral board interview. 

 
John Denney (Sergeant, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department) 

• “Remote Access Network Board (RAN) LA County” 
Lecture will cover the history, functions, purpose, and funding sources for the State’s RAN 
board in Los Angeles County. 
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TUESDAY 26th APRIL - SPEAKERS 

 
8 – 10:00 am 
 

Nicole Osborn (Latent Print Analyst, Los Angeles Police Dept.) 

• “Deposition Pressure in Palms” 
An introduction to deposition pressure in palms, including additional searching smart clues 
for palmar analysis. 

 
Steven Scarborough 

• “The Hijack of Forensic Science” 
 

 
8 – noon 

 
Kimberlee Guluzian (Forensic Supervisor, Irvine PD)  

• “Mock Crime Scene and Case Management” 
 
 
9 – 10:00 am 
CSDIAI Executive Board Panel 
 
10 am – noon 
 

Jessica Liang (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.) 

• “Crime Scene Flash Photography” 
 

Cindy Hull (Fingerprint Examiner / Crime Scene Responder / C.K. Hull & Assoc. Owner)  

• “What’s in my Gear Bag?” 
My gear bag is my "crime scene van". I will show attendees what is in my gear bag including 
tips and tricks I use out in the field to keep you safe and ready with the basics. 

 
1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Cindy Hull (Fingerprint Examiner / Crime Scene Responder / C.K. Hull & Assoc. Owner)  

• “Crime Scene Workshop” 
 
1 – 5:00 pm 
 

Donna Thomas (Friction Ridge Comparison Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Latent Print Investigation Course Workshops – Module II” 
See class descriptions on Monday 
 

Nicole Osborn (Latent Print Analyst, Los Angeles Police Dept.) 

• “Navigating Suitability Decisions workshop” 
This workshop focuses on different strategies that help guide suitability decisions during 
fingerprint examinations. Participants can practice applying the SWGFAST sufficiency graph 
and compare it to the Good Bad Ugly Index while making suitability decision. 
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TUESDAY 26th APRIL (continued) 

1 – 5:00 pm 
 
Yvette Gonzalez (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Mock Crime Scene Photography workshop” 
This 4-hour workshop will provide the crime scene investigator with both interactive 
discussions and hands-on training. The workshop will encompass a demonstrative 
presentation, and mini mock crime scenes. It is designed to either refresh or enhance the 
crime scene investigator’s overall skills and examine the method with which one can 
photographically work their way through a crime scene in a cohesive manner. Attendees will 
learn helpful tips to achieve this goal. Attendees should bring the following equipment: 
camera, detachable flash, prime and/or zoom lens, and off-camera flash cable. Optional 
equipment includes a tripod, and cable release cord. 

 

4 – 5:00 pm 

CSDIAI Executive Board Panel 

 
6:30 – 9:00 pm 
 

Jessica Liang (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.) 

• “Advanced Low Light and Night Photography workshop” 
The use of photographic documentation of crime scenes as been used for decades and is an 
integral part of crime scene processing. Crime scene photographers often struggle with the 
ability to take well exposed photographs at night, and in dimly lit areas. 
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WEDNESDAY 27th APRIL – SPEAKERS 

 
8 – 10:00 am 
Shelley Haight (Tritech Forensics Instructor) 

• “Courtroom Testimony for the Forensic Science Professional” This lecture is designed to 
instruct proper testimony techniques to forensic science professionals, such as those 
employed in the fields of crime scene investigations, fingerprint analysis, and laboratory 
analysis. Practitioners in these disciplines are frequently called upon to testify in court 
regarding the techniques, observations, and conclusions undertaken in their work. Often, 
they are requested to express opinions in their courtroom testimony, which is only possible 
when they are accepted by the court as expert witnesses. The goal of this lecture is to provide 
the students with the knowledge and practical experience necessary to successfully testify in 
a court of law as a forensic expert witness. 

 
 
8 am – noon 
 

Kaitlin Echols (Snapshot Case manager, Parabon NanoLabs) and  
Carol Rolnick (Genetic Genealogist)  

• “Genealogy- Case Study” 
 
10 am – noon 
 

Yvette Gonzalez (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Crime Scene Sketching” 
 
 
1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Terri Amenta (Founder, Forensic Training Unlimited)  

• “Tips to Supercharge Online Forensic Training” 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 27th APRIL (continued) 

1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Jon Stimac (Oregon State Forensic Services Division) 

• “Exclusions: A Problematic Conclusion.!?”  
There has recently been a great deal of discussion on concept and practice of documenting 
and reporting exclusions. Week-long training courses have been created to assist us in 
formulating these conclusions as accurately as possible. But will training and discussion 
resolve the concern with the high rate of errors associated with exclusions? This lecture will 
discuss the possible differences in how we reach the conclusion of either ‘exclusion’ or 
‘individualization’. Definition, policy, and standards associated with exclusions will also be 
discussed, including ‘root cause’ assessment of casework involving erroneous exclusions. The 
lecture will conclude with a discussion of the possible cognitive factors that may affect the 
exclusion process.  
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1 – 5:00 pm 
 

Mark Waldo (CSI Supervisor, Santa Ana PD) 

• “Shooting Incident Documentation” 
This workshop is designed for forensic students, new crime scene investigators, and/or 
seasoned forensic practitioners with little or no exposure to shooting incident scenes. The 
workshop will focus on how to preserve, document, photograph, and reconstruct a shooting 
incident with the use of photography, trajectory rods, lasers, and string to depict the angle 
and possible distance of the shooter. Terminology and report writing will be discussed. Actual 
cases will be reviewed. This is a hands-on course, attendees will gain experience identifying 
bullet defects, measuring bullet holes, and calculating angles. The attendee will reconstruct a 
shooting scene and report their findings in report and diagram form. 

 
Donna Thomas (Friction Ridge Comparison Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Latent Print Investigation Course Workshops – Module III” 
See class descriptions on Monday 
 

Yvette Gonzalez (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Mock Crime Scene Photography workshop” 
See class description on Tuesday 

 
3 – 5:00 pm 
 

Jason Cole (Foster & Freeman)  

• “Utilizing the Full Spectrum of Light to Capture more Evidence” 
 

Sherri Orellana (CSI Pomona PD (ret), Master Instructor, Forensic Training Unlimited) 

• “Back to Basics - The Old School Way of Doing Forensics” 
 
6:30 – 9:00 pm 

Jessica Liang (CSI Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.) 

• “Low Light and Night Photography workshop” 
See class description on Tuesday. 
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THURSDAY 28th APRIL – SPEAKERS 

 
8 – 9:00 am 
CSDIAI GENERAL MEETING 
 
9 – 10:30 am 
 

Eric Ray (IDEMIA) 

• “Implementing Case AFIS into a Latent Print Unit Workflow” 
Latent Print Units are evolving in their use of AFIS to increase accuracy and efficiency. In years 
past, examiners only used AFIS for searches of latent prints not already identified to suspects, 
victims, or other individuals in the case. 

 
 
 
9 am – noon 
 

Jesus Garcia (FTO/Detective Sex Crime Unit, Torrance PD) and Gabrielle Wimer (The Walls Do Talk 
Podcast) 

• “Case presentation: Serial Sex Offender” 
Serial sex offender who committed crimes in multiple states.  The program will detail the 
escalation of his acts until his final violent assault.  DNA evidence helped convict the offender 
who is now serving multiple years in prison. 

 
Jason Cole (Foster & Freeman)  

• “Detect More Evidence: Extend Your Search Beyond the Visible Spectrum workshop” 
Various types of evidence are often overlooked at a crime scene because they are not visible 
to the naked eye. When using an alternate light source with the proper corresponding filter, 
it is still possible to miss items of evidence due to background interference or improper angle 
of illumination. The purpose of this workshop will be to introduce attendees to various 
methods utilized in detecting evidence beyond the visible range. An introduction to light 
theory and techniques utilizing wavelengths of light beyond the visible range on notoriously 
difficult surfaces will be discussed. This will include ultraviolet and infrared examination to 
detect the presence of biological fluids, gunshot residue, and fingerprints on difficult 
backgrounds. Novel oblique lighting techniques will be explored to detect evidence on raised 
surfaces and footwear impressions. Bandpass filtering techniques will also be explored to aid 
in the detection of evidence at crime scenes. Attendees will be introduced to non-visible 
lighting techniques and digital capture of fingerprints developed using various treatment 
methods including cyanoacrylate fuming and IR fluorescent fingerprint powders. A new 
technique for developing fingerprints on fired cartridge casings and other difficult surfaces 
will also be introduced in this workshop. 
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THURSDAY 28th APRIL (continued) 

 
9:30am – 11:30am  
 

Jon Stimac (Oregon State Forensic Services Division) 

• “Crease Association Workshop” 
Creases are durable morphological features that allow our friction ridge skin to flex and 
extend. When observed in either a latent print or known standard, they can significantly assist 
in the identification methodology. Although this workshop does not promote their singular 
use for Source Identification, it does strongly support and utilize their role in the comparison 
process—to search and locate! Finger and palm print association exercises—lacking Level I 
and II (macro & micro) features, but numerous creases—are part of the practical tools used 
in this workshop. These exercises will provide the attendee with tangible experience in 
understanding and attributing creases to a source. This two-hour workshop will also provide 
an international perspective on creases—from the North American philosophies to the 
European Expert Group perspective on ‘skin fold’ terminology, definition, and practical usage. 
This workshop is approved for credit toward both IAI Latent Print Certification and 
Recertification. Each attendee will need to bring a magnifying glass. 

 
 
 
9:30 am – noon 
 

Mark Waldo (CSI Supervisor, Santa Ana PD) and Julian Rodriguez (Commander, Santa Ana PD) 

• “Major Crime Scene Management: Holy Smokes - Historic Santa Ana Church Building Fire Holy 
Smokes - Historic Santa Ana Church Building Fire” 
On Thursday, May 7, 2020, a suspect set fire to a historic, 100-year-old, three story, vacant 
church building, intending to burn the 13 homeless people using the building as shelter. The 
massive conflagration prompted a four-alarm firefight. After three hours, Orange County Fire 
Authority firefighters extinguished the blaze. OCFA initiated the Incident Command System, 
which grew to over 110 personnel involved. The recovery and investigative efforts continued 
for 5 days as stakeholders from various public safety organizations demolished the location, 
pumped out 500,000 gallons of water from the basement, and removed rubble while 
attempting to preserve evidence of a potential mass murder. In this lecture, Team Leaders 
from this investigation will discuss the 5-day operation and the coordination of multiple public 
safety and civic agencies in this multifaceted event. Tips on how to prepare for similar major 
incident will be discussed. The pros, cons, and mistakes that were made will be addressed as 
well as question and answer session. 

 
Alice White (Evolve Forensics) LIVE via Zoom/Webinar 

• "Friction Ridge Training Programs" 
Developing a training program for a latent print or tenprint unit is a daunting task. Often the 
person(s) responsible for developing and implementing a training program are not trained in 
adult learning. This lecture provides a broad overview of methods (based on research in the 
learning sciences and cognitive psychology) that can be used to facilitate learning. This 
includes the importance of distributing both block and interleaved training exercises to 
facilitate long-term retention of concepts and principles (for example, maintaining latent 
palm orientation skills and retaining error rate research data for testimony). Alice will discuss 
the use of practice exercises, review of correct and incorrect worked examples, self-
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explaining, error correction, and quizzes to hone comparison skills. This lecture contains 
elements of a four-day webinar taught by Alice White, "Building a Friction Ridge Training 
Program". 

 
1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Alice White (Evolve Forensics) LIVE via Zoom/Webinar 

• "Landmark-Based Morphometrics" 
Landmark-based morphometrics are quantitative methods used by scientists to study form, 
and variation in form, within plant and animal species. This is essentially the same method 
used, albeit more qualitatively, during the examination of friction ridge impressions. A key 
difference for friction ridge examiners is that this method must be applied along two 
dimensions: 1) variation of friction ridge features within the human population (inter-source 
variation) and 2) variation in the recording of friction ridge skin from the same person (intra-
source variation). Inter-source variation establishes the diagnosticity of the feature for 
establishing search parameters and establishing identity. Intra-source variation establishes 
whether the attributes of a feature are within tolerance for having come from the same 
source skin. This lecture will summarize a paper recently published on this topic by Alice White 
in the Journal of Forensic Identification. 
 

THURSDAY 28th APRIL (continued) 

1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Nathanial Tsuhako (Detective, Torrance PD) and Johnny Mai (Forensic, Torrance PD) 

• “Body Dig case presentation” 
 

Terri Amenta (Founder, Forensic Training Unlimited)  

• “Tips to Supercharge Online Forensic Training” 
 

Eric Ray (IDEMIA) 

• “The Exclusion Problem and AFIS Solution” 
Every black-box accuracy study on latent print examinations, including recent palm print 
research, clearly demonstrates a relatively high error rate for Exclusion conclusions. 

 
1 – 5:00 pm 
 

Donna Thomas (Friction Ridge Comparison Trainer, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Dept.)  

• “Latent Print Investigation Course Workshops – Module IV” 
See class descriptions on Monday 

 
John Guzzwell & Rod Hale (CSIPIX)  

• “Fingerprint & Palms: Analysis, Comparison & Matching using CSIpix Workshop” 
This workshop provides guided instruction regarding how to use CSIpix software to enhance, 
analyze, compare and identify latent fingerprints and palm prints with the aid of 1:1 and 1:N 
AFIS searching. Topics will include image calibration, enhancement techniques, annotation, 
side by side comparison and court chart preparation. Detailed examples of how to conduct a 
1:1 automated Matcher search and a 1:N Case AFIS search will also be provided for both 
fingerprints and palms. The workshop is approved for a four-hour credit by the IAI Latent Print 
Certification Board. 
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3 – 5:00 pm 
 

Sherri Orellana (CSI Pomona PD (ret), Master Instructor, Forensic Training Unlimited) 

• “Back to Basics - The Old School Way of Doing Forensics” 
 

Dr. Behnam Bavarian and John McCowan (AFIS & Biometric Consulting)  

• “Cloud ABIS Deployment, Lesson Learned, the Pros and Cons” 
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FRIDAY 29th APRIL – SPEAKERS 

 
8 – 10:00 am 
 

Joan Renner (Author) Virtual 

• “Deranged LA Crimes / Four of a Kind: Executions of Women in California” 
 

Gabrielle Wimer (The Walls Do Talk) 

• “Own your Scene”  
Let's discuss what they don't teach you in school. For the new and seasoned Crime Scene 
Investigator effective communication tools that will help you survive your crime scene. 

 
9 – 10:00 am 
 

Laura Lathrop (Senior ID Tech) 

• “How Hot is Too Hot” the effects on children left in unattended vehicles 
 
10 am – noon 
 

Shannon Brady (Field Evidence Technician, Santa Rosa PD) & Tom Owen (Pix4D) 

• “Using Photogrammetry to Produce Factual Diagrams” 
Factual diagrams are a standard component of many police reports. This presentation will 
discuss the use of photogrammetry, using images from a variety of sources, to speed up and 
enhance production of factual diagrams. The elements and costs of a photogrammetry 
program will also be presented. 
 

Jenny Kung (Forensic Identification Specialist, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department) 

• “Successful Latent Comparison from Social Media Photographs – Case Review” 
 
1 – 2:00 pm 
 

Samantha Evans (Senior Criminalist, California Department of Justice) 

• “Firearm and Toolmark Evidence: What Can Be Done in the Lab” 
 
1 – 3:00 pm 
 

Steven Scarborough 

• “The Hijack of Forensic Science” 
 
3 – 5:00 pm 
 

Mark Waldo (CSI Supervisor, Santa Ana PD) 
“Crime Scene Management – Plane Crash at Noon – Working with the NTSB and FAA” 
 
Alice White (Evolve Forensics) LIVE via Zoom/Webinar 

• "Landmark-Based Morphometrics" 
See class description from Thursday 


